
Romanticism  
1785-1830 



 Intuition 

 Imagination 

 Feeling & emotion 

 The sublime 

 Importance of nature 

Romantic Concepts 



Johann Wolfgang Goethe,  
The Sorrows of Young 

Werther (1774) 

“All extraordinary men, who 
have accomplished great and 
astonishing actions, have ever 
been decried by the world as 
drunken or insane.” 



William Wordsworth 

Samuel Taylor  
Coleridge 

William Blake 



George Gordon, 
Lord Byron 

Percy Bysshe 
Shelley 

John Keats 



Preface to Lyrical 
Ballads (1798) 

“The poet binds together by passion and 
knowledge the vast empire of human society, as 
it is spread over the whole earth, and over all 
time. The objects of the Poet’s thoughts are 
everywhere; though the eyes and senses of man 
are, it is true, his favourite guides, yet he will 
follow wheresoever he can find an atmosphere 
of sensation in which to move his wings. Poetry 
is the first and last of all knowledge — it is as 
immortal as the heart of man.”   

    — William Wordsworth 



The Autonomous Imagination 

 Solitary Genius 
    “Beware ! Beware !  
 His flashing eyes, his Floating hair! 
 Weave a circle round him thrice,  
 And close your eyes with holy dread,  
 For he on honey-dew hath fed,  
 And drunk the milk of Paradise.” — “Kubla Khan” 

 Creative Power 
     “Therefore am I still  
 A lover of the meadows and the woods 
 And mountains; and of all that we behold 
 From this green earth; of all the mighty world 
 Of eye, and ear,--both what they half create, 
 And what perceive”   — “Tintern Abbey”	




Nature 
 Organic Unity 

   “when first 
 I came among these hills… 
              nature then… 

  To me was all in all.”   — “Tintern Abbey” 

 Transcendence 
     “And I have felt 
 A presence that disturbs me with the joy 
 Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 
 Of something far more deeply interfused… 
 A motion and a spirit, that impels 
 All thinking things, all objects of all thought, 
 And rolls through all things.” — “Tintern Abbey” 

 Anti-Commerce 
	
“The world is too much with us, late and soon. 
 Getting and spending we lay waste our powers.” 
    — “The World is too much with us” 



The Byronic Hero 
   Byron, The Giaour 

And fire unquenched, unquenchable,  
Around, within, thy heart shall dwell;  
Nor ear can hear nor tongue can tell  
The tortures of that inward hell!  
But first, on earth as vampire sent,  
Thy corse shall from its tomb be rent:  
Then ghastly haunt thy native place,  
And suck the blood of all thy race…  

As cursing thee, thou cursing them,  
Thy flowers are withered on the stem.  
But one that for thy crime must fall,  
The youngest, most beloved of all,  
Shall bless thee with a father's name -  
That word shall wrap thy heart in flame! 



The French Revolution 



Robert Southey on  
The French Revolution 

“Few persons but those who have lived 
in it can conceive or comprehend what 
the memory of the French Revolution 
was, nor what a visionary world 
seemed to open upon those who were 
just entering it. Old things seemed 
passing away, and nothing was dreamt 
of but the regeneration of the human 
race.”  



William Blake 



The Gothic!



Goths!



Gothic Architecture!



 Walpole, The Castle of Otranto (1764) 

 Clara Reeve, The Old English Baron (1777) 

 Sophia Lee, The Recess (1785) 

 Ann Radcliffe, The Romance of the Forest (1791)  
          The Mysteries of Udolpho (1794) 

 William Godwin, Caleb Williams (1794) 

 Matthew Lewis, The Monk (1795) 

 Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1817) 

Gothic Novels before Frankenstein 



Elements of Gothic Fiction!
  Creepy, ruined castles (gothic 

architecture) 

  Mystery 

  The supernatural 

  Women in danger 

  Absent mothers 

  Sinister fathers 

  The uncanny 



The Uncanny 

Doubles 

Animate/ 
Inanimate 

Familiar/ 
Unfamiliar 

Coincidence 



Edmund Burke (1757)
“WHATEVER is fitted in any 
sort to excite the ideas of 
pain and danger … whatever is 
in any sort terrible, or is 
conversant about terrible 
objects, or operates in a 
manner analogous to terror, 
is a source of the sublime; 
that is, it is productive of the 
strongest emotion which the 
mind is capable of feeling.”

“When danger or pain press 
too nearly, they are incapable 
of giving any delight, and are 
simply terrible; but at certain 
distances, and with certain 
modifications, they may be, 
and they are, delightful.”

The Sublime!



Elements of the 
Burkean Sublime: 

  Vastness 

  Obscurity 

  ruggedness 

  Difficulty 

  infinity 

  Power 

  Privation: emptiness, darkness, 
solitude, silence 




